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. j\4F^unn Axrn appat^ ATTTS; FOR TNCINERATING A ND VITRIFYING 
WASTE. JN PARTICULAR RADIOACTIVE WASTE 

The present invention relates to a method and to apparatus for incinerating 
and vitrifying waste, in particular radioactive waste. 
5 Said invention lies within the context of processing dangerous combustible 

waste for which it is appropriate to fix the ash in stable manner. To neutralize 
waste of that type, it has long been the practice to operate in two stages, each of 
said stages being implemented in an independent apparatus: 

- a first step of incinerating said organic waste, in divided solid and/or 
10 liquid form, in an incinerator apparatus; and 

- a second stage of fixing the ash recovered from said first stage, said 
second stage being implemented in suitable apparatus that contains a bath of glass 
maintained in the molten state. 

Nevertheless, for several years, waste processing methods have been 

15 described in which said two stages of incinerating said waste and fixing the 
resulting ash have been implemented in a single apparatus. In this context, a term 
that is used is "direct vitrification". 

Results obtained in said context by the Applicants have been described in 
particular at the "Korean Atomic Industrial Forum" (KAIF) '98, which was held 

20 April 14 to 17, 1998 in Seoul, South Korea. Said results demonstrated the 
feasibility of a direct vitrification method, in which the waste is burned for the 
most part at the surface of a bath of molten glass, in an oxidizing atmosphere, with 
the ash that is generated being trapped and fixed in said bath of molten glass; 
since said method was implemented in a cold crucible, said bath of molten glass 

25 was heated by induction. 

Continuing their work on direct vitrification, the Applicants have designed 
and developed the present invention which can be considered as being an 
improvement of said direct vitrification as presently known. The improvement 
which constitutes the main subject matter of the present invention can be thought 

30 of both in terms of a method and in terms of apparatus, and it involves the quality 
of the bath of glass. Said improvement which, in order to clarify the present 
descripfion, can be referred to as the "main" improvement, is advantageously 
implemented with other improvements that, in the same spirit, can be referred to 
as "secondary" improvements. Said main and secondary improvements are 



described below in general terms and then in greater detail with reference to the 
accompanying figures. 

Thus, in a first aspect, the present invention provides a method of 
processing organic waste (i.e. combustible waste) in divided soUd form (to 
facilitate insertion and combustion) and/or in liquid form, the method being 
implemented in a single reactor containing a bath of molten glass surmounted by a 
gas phase; said processing method comprising: incinerating said waste in the 
presence of oxygen at the surface of said bath of molten glass (said waste falling 
onto said surface, decomposing thereon, and the resulting gaseous products of said 
decomposition being burned in said oxygen-containing gas phase); and vitrifying 
said incinerated waste in said bath of molten glass. In this respect, the method of 
the invention is a direct vitrification method. 

In characteristic manner, said method further comprises injecting oxygen 
into said bath of molten glass, in sufficient quantity to minimize or to avoid any 
formation of metal within said bath of glass; advantageously, in sufficient quantity 
to minimize or to avoid any formation of metal within said bath of glass and to 
subject bath of glass to moderate stirring. 

Said oxygen which is introduced in original manner into the bath of 
molten glass is introduced into the process reactor in addition to the oxygen being 
delivered in conventional manner as oxidizer into the gas overlying said bath, in 
order to ensure that the waste is incinerated. 

In characteristic manner, in the context of the method of the invention, not 
only does said oxidizer in the gas phase react, but so also does the oxygen within 
the bath of glass, said oxygen serving to adjust the oxidation-reduction (redox) 
potential of said bath of glass (thus serving to limit the reducing nature of the 
glass). 

By controlling the redox potential of the bath of glass in this way, it is 
possible within said bath of glass to prevent oxides being reduced and thus to 
prevent metals being formed. The presence of such metals within said bath is very 
harmfiil to the uniformity of said bath, and thus to the quality of the vitrification 
obtained. In addition, the presence of metal can give rise to real difficulties when 
performing heating by induction .... 

The oxygen injected into the bath of glass to minimize or even to avoid the 
formation of metal is advantageously injected in sufficient quantity also to ensure 
that said bath of glass is stirred somewhat. The person skilled in the art knows 
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how to optimize the quantity of oxygen required for these purposes. In any event, 
the quantity must be sufficient to obtain the desired effect concerning the value of 
the redox potential, and indeed the desired effects concerning the value of said 
potential and also the looked-for stirring effect, but it must not be excessive, 
5 insofar as the bath of glass while being stirred and mixed must nevertheless 
remain a bath of glass and must not be transformed into a foam .... 

Oxygen has been mentioned as the oxidizer involved in the gas and as the 
oxidant gas introduced into the bath of glass, and this is appropriate insofar as said 
oxygen is generally delivered as a "pure" gas. Nevertheless, it is not entirely 
10 beyond the scope of the present invention to use a gas that contains oxygen, and in 
particular to use air, optionally enriched in oxygen, as the oxidizer and as the 
bp oxidant gas. 

;2 The oxygen delivered as oxidizer into the gas phase is advantageously 

m optimized for the incineration in question, so as to be present in a quantity that is 

01 15 greater than the theoretically required stoichiometric quantity. Advantageously, 
this oxygen is present in a quantity that lies in the range 1.25 to 1.5 times said 
= stoichiometric quantity. Nevertheless, said quantity is controlled and does not 

interfere with the negative pressure that is maintained within the reactor in 
ly conventional manner for obvious safety reasons. Said negative pressure is 

20 maintained by sucking out the combustion gases, where said suction is 
implemented under conditions such as to minimize the amount of waste, and 
above all the amount of ash, that is entrained. 

Once the principle of the main improvement provided by the invention to 
the direct vitrification method has been accepted (i.e. the principle of injecting 
25 oxygen into the bath of glass), the way in which it is implemented can be subject 
to several variants, in contexts that are somewhat different. 

In particular, the method of the invention can be implemented with a bath 
of glass that is practically pre-constituted (i.e. present in the reactor before the 
waste is introduced therein), or with a bath of glass that is constituted 
30 progressively from some minimum initial fill. In this second variant, which is 
preferred, the reactor starts by containing an initial bath of glass that is of small 
volume (a starter) and it is subsequently fed both with waste and with substances 
for forming a bath of glass. Said waste and said glass-forming substances are also 
advantageously introduced as a mixture ... with the waste being treated as one of 
35 the precursors of substances for making said bath of glass. The reactor is thus fed 
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continuously with waste and with substances for forming the bath of glass, and 
indeed with additives therefor. Once a certain level has been reached, both types 
of feed are stopped and the resulting bath of glass can be emptied out. 

In a preferred variant implementation of the method of the invention, the 

5 oxygen which is injected into the bath of glass is introduced into the reactor 
beneath the surface of said bath of glass. Thus, the means for injecting said 
oxygen do not pass through the gas phase in said reactor, and are therefore subject 
to one type of corrosion only: the corrosion inherent to said bath of glass. 

This type of comment applies to any device that is to penetrate into said 

10 bath of glass in order to deliver any substance (injecting oxygen has just been 
mentioned) or to measure any parameter therein (such as temperature, redox 
potential, ...). Thus, any device for penetrating into said bath of glass is 
advantageously introduced into the reactor from beneath the surface of said bath 
of glass so as to avoid coming into any contact with the gas phase. 

15 There follows a general description in method terms of the secondary 

improvements of the present invention. 

The method of the invention which comprises injecting oxygen into the 
bath of glass is advantageously implemented together with cooling of the walls of 
the reactor and/or, preferably, of the means introduced into said reactor, both in 

20 said gas phase and in the bath of glass, which means are introduced in particular 
for feeding said reactor with the waste to be incinerated and vitrified, for feeding 
the reactor with oxygen both in its gas phase (said oxygen being used as an 
oxidizer) and in said bath of glass (said oxygen then acting as an oxidant for 
adjusting the redox potential of said bath of glass and advantageously for stirring 

25 purposes). 

This list of means that are advantageously cooled is not limiting. For 
example, it could include means for measuring the temperature of the gas phase, 
means for measuring the temperature of the bath of glass, means for measuring the 
redox potential of said bath of glass, means for measuring the level of said bath of 
30 glass, ... . 

Such cooling is intended above all to provide said walls and said means 
with protection from corrosion. It is also appropriate to preserve the sealing 
devices installed in the passages through said walls. 

In the structure of the device for feeding the reactor with waste, it is 
35 advantageojus to implement dual cooling: 
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- first cooling of the device on its gas phase side (outside face); and 

- second cooling of the same device, generally independent of the first, on 
its waste intake side (inside face). 

Said first cooling is intended above all to protect said device from the 

5 corrosion that occurs due to coming into contact with the gas phase; said second 
cooling is intended above all to minimize the amount of heat transferred to the 
incoming waste, in order to minimize vaporizing liquid waste and to avoid solid 
waste sticking together, since that can lead to the feeder device becoming clogged. 
In order to cool the walls of the reactor and the various means that are 

10 introduced into said reactor, it is conventional to make use of cooling fluids, 
generally cooling liquids. Said walls and said means have circuits for circulating 
such fluids applied thereto. In a particularly preferred variant of implementation 
of said cooling, provision is made at least in the walls that come into contact with 
the gas phase and/or at least in the means introduced into the reactor and coming 

15 into contact with said gas phase for at least one cooling fluid to circulate, said 
fluid being maintained at a temperature that is above the dew point of said gas 
phase. In this advantageous variant, the idea is to prevent any condensation of 
said gas phase on said walls and on said outside surfaces of said means. The 
phenomenon of condensation is clearly harmful, given the problems of corrosion, 

20 It can also give rise to electric arcing, and can thus raise serious problems when 
the bath of glass is heated by induction. In this advantageous variant, it is possible 
to use a "hot" cooling fluid constituted by superheated water. 

The dual cooling referred to above as being advantageously implemented 
in the device for feeding waste to the reactor is implemented in a particularly 

25 preferred variant by using such a "hot" cooling fluid (at a temperature greater than 
the due point of the gas phase to which it passes), at least for cooling said device 
where it is adjacent to the gas phase (the first above-mentioned cooling). Said 
second cooling beside waste intake can make use of such a "hot" cooling fluid 
only when the waste concemed can withstand the temperature of such a "hot" 

30 fluid. As a general rule, said second cooling is implemented with a "cold" cooling 
fluid, such as water at ambient temperature. 

In the method of the invention, in order to heat and maintain the bath of 
molten glass at a suitable temperature, use can be made of various techniques. 
Thus, said bath of glass can be heated by induction, by means of a flame, by using 

35 a plasma torch, or by means of electrodes dipped into the bath. It is not 



impossible to use a plurality of said techniques in combination. Induction heating 
is preferred; induction heating implemented in a cold crucible is most particularly 
preferred. 

The method of the invention as described above and below with reference 
to the accompanying figures is particularly suitable for processing radioactive 
waste by direct vitrification. 

Said method of the invention is generally implemented with waste being 
fed in continuously; said waste being introduced above the surface of the bath of 
glass, possibly mixed with substances suitable for constituting said bath of glass. 
After a fill has been incinerated and after the ash generated thereby has been 
digested in the bath of glass, said bath of filled glass is emptied out. Thus, the 
usual situation is continuous feed (or continuous building up of filler), with 
emptying out being performed discontinuously. 

Nevertheless, in implementing the invention, the following can apply. 

The reactor can be fed with waste and oxygen in a manner that is 
advantageously optimized so as to ensure maximum combustion of said waste 
while ensuring that the combustion gases entrain a minimum amount of said 
waste, whether bumt or unbumt. Such optimization relies on combined mastery 
of numerous parameters, some of which are mentioned above, and in particular 
mastery of the following: 

- the size of said waste; 

- the quantity of oxygen delivered; 

- the level at which waste is introduced relative to the surface of the bath of 
glass (advantageously, provision is made to regulate the waste introduction level 
by regulating the introduction depth of the device for feeding said waste into the 
reactor); and 

- the quality of the waste/oxygen mixture, when introducing said waste. 
Said waste is advantageously introduced while immersed in oxygen. For this 
purpose, at least one oxygen feed circuit is advantageously included in the 
structure of the device for feeding said waste. 

There follows a description in general terms of the second aspect of the 
present invention, namely apparatus for processing organic waste in the form of 
divided solids and/or liquids by incineration and by vitrification; which apparatus 
is suitable for implementing the above-described method. In conventional 
manner, said apparatus comprises a reactor, associated firstly with heater means 



suitable for maintaining a bath of molten glass in the bottom of said reactor, and 
secondly fitted with the following means: 

- means for emptying said bath of molten glass; 

- a device for feeding it with waste to be incinerated and vitrified, said 
device opening out above the surface of said bath of molten glass and its depth of 
introduction into said reactor advantageously being adjustable; 

- oxygen feed means delivering said oxygen above the surface of said bath 
of molten glass (to implement incineration); and 

- at least one combustion gas outlet formed in the top portion of said 
reactor well above the surface of said bath of molten glass (in order to minimize 
entraining ash). 

Said apparatus, in characteristic manner, is also fitted with means for 
injecting oxygen into said bath of molten glass. 

Said means are advantageously introduced into the bottom portion of the 
reactor, beneath the surface of the bath of glass so that they do not come into 
contact with the gas phase, thereby being subjected to one type of corrosion only 
(that developed by the bath of glass). 

Said means are also advantageously arranged in such a manner that on 
ceasing to feed them with oxygen, they do not constitute a plug of glass at their 
open end. Thus, said means for injecting oxygen into said bath of glass are 
advantageously disposed vertically through the bottom (of the bottom plate) of the 
reactor, and provided with an opening disposed at 90° to the vertical axis. 

The essential elements of the apparatus of the invention, necessary for 
implementing the intended method of incineration and vitrification are those 
specified above. Other elements can accompany said elements, for example 
means for measuring the temperature of the gas phase, means for measuring the 
temperature of the bath of molten glass, means for measuring the level of said bath 
of molten glass, means for measuring the level of said bath of glass, means for 
measuring the redox potential of said bath of molten glass, .... 

In general terms, it has been found advantageous to cool all of the means 
that are introduced into said reactor (into the gas phase and into the bath of glass). 
Thus, in an advantageous embodiment of the apparatus of the invention, all of said 
means introduced into the reactor, and in particular the device for feeding said 
reactor with waste, the means for feeding the gas phase with oxygen, and the 
means for injecting oxygen into said bath of glass, include within their structure at 
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least one circuit for circulating a cooling fluid. Said device for feeding said 
reactor with waste includes, advantageously embedded in the thickness thereof, at 
least two generally independent circuits of said type, comprising at least one for 
cooling its thickness together with its outside surface (in order to minimize 
problems of corrosion), and at least one other for cooling its inside surface (in 
order to transfer a minimum amount of heat to the incoming waste). Said feeder 
device generally presents a tubular structure which is defined by an inside surface 
and an outside surface. 

With reference to said feeder device, it can also have the following 
additions. It advantageously includes in its structure means for conveying and 
delivering oxygen to its open end (above the bath of glass). Delivery of said 
oxygen can be provided in particular by means of a torus arranged around the 
open end of said device, said torus being pierced by suitable orifices, 
appropriately distributed. Contact between the waste and the oxygen (oxidizer) 
can thus be optimized. 

The inlets and outlets for the cooling fluids advantageously circulated 
through the structure of the device for feeding the reactor with waste, and also 
through the oxygen inlet, likewise advantageously circulated through said 
structure, are connected to appropriate delivery and removal units. The 
distribution of said fluids and said oxygen in their respective circulation circuits 
within said feeder device is advantageously organized by means of a set of 
distribution chambers and channels, suitably arranged. 

Advantageously, the reactor is also cooled. Its walls are advantageously of 
the double-walled type, so as to allow a cooling fluid to circulate therein. 

The heater means associated with said reactor can be of various types, and 
in particular can be suitable for implementing induction heating, flame heating, 
plasma torch heating, or heating by means of immersed electrodes. In a 
particularly preferred variant embodiment, the reactor used is a cold crucible and 
said heater means are induction heater means. 

The invention is described below in its method and apparatus aspects with 
reference to the accompanying figures: 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic view showing how apparatus of the invention 
operates. 

Figure 2 is a section view in more detail showing apparatus of the same 

type. 
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Figure 3 is a detailed section view of means for injecting oxygen into the 
bath of glass. j 

Figure 4 is a detailed section view of the waste feeder device. 

In Figures 1 to 4, the same references are used to designate the same 
elements, whether shown in diagrammatic or detailed manner. 

The apparatus of the invention is suitable for processing waste D by 
incineration and vitrification, i.e. by direct vitrification, and it comprises a reactor 
1 associated with heater means 2. Said heater means 2 shown in Figures 1 and 2 
are suitable for performing induction heating. Within said reactor 1 , there can be 
found a bath of molten glass V surmounted by the gas phase G (Figure 1). 

The method of the invention is summarized with reference to Figure 1. 

The waste D is fed into the reactor 1 via a waste feeder device 5. The 
waste is decomposed on the surface S of the bath of molten glass V. The gas that 
results from this decomposition bums on coming into contact with oxygen which 
is delivered mainly by means 6. Figure 1 shows a single means 6 for delivering 
oxygen into the gas phase. Advantageously there are at least two such means 
disposed symmetrically about said feeder device 5 for feeding said waste D. This 
is intended to optimize contact between waste D and oxygen in order to optimize 
combustion of said waste D. 

The ash that is generated falls into the bath of glass V. At the surface S of 
said bath V, there is generally to be found a mass of waste that is in the process of 
decomposing. 

In the upper portion of said reactor 1, there is provided an outlet 7 for the 
combustion gases. Beneath the bottom of said reactor 1, there are means 4 for 
emptying out the bath of glass V. Said means 4 are capable, in altemation, of 
closing and of opening an emptying orifice provided in the bottom of said reactor 
1. 

In characteristic manner, said bottom of said reactor 1 has means 8 passing 
therethrough for injecting oxygen into the bath of glass V. Said injector means 8 
are disposed vertically and have an opening 82 at 90° relative to their vertical axis. 
Figure 1 shows an advantageous variant implementation of the method of the 
invention. 

Finally, Figure 1 shows that the walls 3 and 3' of said reactor 1 are of the 
double-walled type. Since the reactor 1 is designed as two portions, its wall in its 
bottom portion is referenced 3, while its wall in its top portion is referenced 3'. 
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Within each of these two walls 3 and 3', circulation of a cooling fluid is organized. 
For the wall 3, said fluid arrives via 10 and leaves via 1 1, while for the wall 3\ it 
arrives via 12 and leaves via 13. 

Figure 2 shows each of the elements referenced in Figure 1 in greater 
5 detail (with the exception of the cooling fluid inlet 12 for circulating cooling fluid 
in the top wall 3' of the reactor 1). 

For a more detailed description of the means 8 for injecting oxygen into 
the bath of glass, reference should be made to the description below concerning 
Figure 3. 

10 For a more detailed description of the device 5 for feeding the reactor with 

waste D, reference should be made to the description below concerning Figure 4. 

h ^7 /^W^^^ ^ shows two means 6 designed to feed the gas phase with oxygen 

(oxidizer)\These means are constituted by blowpipes. Within the structure of 
each of said bW^pipes 6, there is provided a circuit 16 for circulating a cooling 

15 fluid. The blowpi^ which are cooled in this way withstand corrosion better. It 
is recalled at this poinN^iat they are advantageously cooled by circulating a "hot" 
cooling fluid (i.e. a fluid mkiQtained at a temperature which is higher than the dew 
point of the gas phase througJiN^ich said they pass), thereby preventing any 
condensation on the outside surfaceslhCTeof. 

20 Figure 3 thus shows means 8 for injecting oxygen into the bath of glass. 

Said means 8 comprise a circuit 81 for feeding oxygen. The flow of oxygen in 
said circuit 81 is represented by white arrows. The oxygen is delivered at 82 via 
an opening that is disposed at 90° to the axis of said means 8. 

In their structure, said means 8 include a circuit 83 + 83' for circulating a 

25 cooling fluid. Its portion which penetrates into the bath of glass can thus be 
cooled. Said cooling fluid arrives via 83 and leaves, having picked up heat, via 
83*. Circulation of cooling fluid is represented by black arrows. 

Finally, Figure 4 shows a particularly advantageous embodiment of the 
device 5 for feeding the reactor 1 with waste D. Said device 5 has tubular 

30 structure defined by an outside surface 50 and an inside surface 50\ 
In the thickness of said device there are to be found: 

- at least one circuit 51 for circulating a cooling fluid for cooling said 
structure and mainly for cooling its outside face 50. The circulation of the cooling 
fluid is represented by black arrows; 
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- at least one circuit 52 for circulating a cooling fluid that is to cool said 
inside surface 50'. The circulation of said cooling fluid is represented by white 
arrows; and 

- at least one circuit 53 + 54 for conveying and delivering oxygen to the 
end 55 of said device 5. Said oxygen is thus delivered all around said end 55 via a 
torus 54. Said torus 54 has orifices of appropriate dimensions suitably distributed 
to deliver said oxygen in optimized manner. This further optimizes contact 
between waste D and oxygen. Said oxygen as delivered via the waste feeder 
device 5 is delivered in addition to the oxygen delivered by the means 6 (see 
Figures 1 and 2). 

Finally, it is recalled that the cooling fluid circulating in the circuit 51 is 
advantageously constituted by a "hot" cooling fluid. 



# m 

12 



CLAIMS 

1. A method of processing organic waste (D) in divided solid and/or liquid form, 
the method being implemented in a single reactor (1) containing a bath of molten 
glass (V) surmounted by a gas phase (G), the method comprising incinerating said 

5 waste (D) in the presence of oxygen at the surface (S) of said bath of molten glass 
(V), and in vitrifying said incinerated waste (D) in said bath of molten glass (V), 
the method being characterized in that in addition to the oxygen delivered as 
oxidizer into said gas phase (G), oxygen is also injected into said bath of molten 
glass (V) in a quantity that is sufficient to minimize or to avoid any formation of 

10 metal within said bath of glass (V); advantageously in a quantity that is sufficient 
to minimize or to avoid any formation of metal within said bath of glass (V) and 
also to subject said bath of glass (V) to moderate stirring. 

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in that said oxygen injected into 
15 said bath of glass (V) is introduced into said reactor (1) beneath the surface (S) of 

said bath of glass (V). 

3. The method accordingxto claim 1 or claim 2, characterized in that it is 
implemented with copHrig of the walls (3, 3*) of said reactor (1) and/or of the 

20 means (5, 6, 8) inffoduced into said reactor (1) in said gas phase (G) and in said 
bath of glas^^V), in particular for feeding said reactor (1) with said waste (D) and 
with ojtygen. 

7 

4. The method according to claim 3, characterized in that it is implemented with 
25 dual cooling of the device (5) for feeding said waste (D) to said reactor (1): first 

cooling of said device (5) on its side passing through the gas phase (G), and 
second cooling of said device (5) on its side where said waste (D) arrives. 

5. The method according to clain/ 3 or claim 4, characterized in that said walls (3, 
30 3') of said reactor (1) in cont^ with said gas phase (G) and/or said means (5, 6) 

introduced into said reactord) in contact with said gas phase (G) are cooled by 
circulation of at least one cooling fluid maintained at a temperature that is higher 
than the dew point of j^id gas phase (G). 
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6. The method according to any one of claim/ 1 to 5, characterized in that said 
bath of glass (V) is heated by induction, byHame, by plasma torch, or by means 
of electrodes dipped therein. / 

5 7. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that it is 
implemented in a cold crucible he^ed by induction. 

8. The method according t<3 any one of claims 1 to 7, characterized in that it is 
implemented to processi^dioactive waste. 

10 

^ 9. An apparatus for processing organic waste (D) in divided solid and/or liquid 
\ form by incineration and by vitrification, the apparatus comprising a reactor (1) 
associated with heater means (2) suitable for maintaining a bath of molten glass 
(V) in the bottom of said reactor (1), and fitted with: 
15 - means (4) for emptying out said bath of molten glass (V); 

- a device (5) for feeding said waste (D) to be incinerated and vitrified, 
said device (5) opening out above the surface (S) of said bath of molten glass (V); 

- means (6) for feeding oxygen, delivering said oxygen above the surface 
(S) of said bath of molten glass (V); and 

20 - at least one combustion gas outlet (7) provided in the top portion of said 

reactor (1) well above the surface (S) of said bath of molten glass (V); 

the apparatus being characterized in that said reactor (1) is further 
equipped with means (8) for injecting oxygen into said bath of molten glass (V). 

25 10. The apparatus according to claim 9, characterized in that said means (8) for 
injecting oxygen into said bath of glass (V) are introduced into the bottom portion 
of said reactor (1) beneath the surface (S) of said bath of glass (V). 

1 1 . The apparatus according to cla^m 9 or claim 1 0, characterized in that said 
30 means (8) for injecting oxygen int</ said bath of glass (V) are disposed vertically, 

passing through the bottom of said reactor (1) and presenting an outlet (82) at 90"" 
to their vertical axis. / 

12. The apparatus accordin^to any one of claims 9 to 11, characterized in that the 
35 means introduced into sai/ reactor (1), including said device (5) for feeding said 
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waste (D), said meaxy/ [6) for feeding oxygen, and said means (8) for injecting 
oxygen, include aUeast one circuit (51, 52; 61; 83 + 83') for circulating a cooling 
fluid within the>/ structure. 

5 13. The apparatus according to claim 12, characterized in that said device (5) for 
feeding said waste (D) presents a structure that is tubular, being defined by an 
outside surface (50) and by an inside surface (50*), said structure including in the 
thickness thereof at least two circuits (51 and 52) for circulating cooling fluids, at 
least one of said circuits (51) being designed to cool said structure and said 

10 outside surface (50) of said feeder device (5), and at least another one of said 
circuits (52) being designed to cool said inside surface (50') of said feeder device 
(5). 

14. The apparatus according tcv^ny one of claims 9 to 13, characterized in that the 
15 walls (3, 3') of said react^p^l) are of the double-walled type, to allow a cooling 
fluid to circulate. 



20 



15. The apparartis according to any one of claims 9 to 14, characterized in that 
said reacton<l) is a cold crucible, and in that said heater means (2) are means for 
inductioji heating. 



